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Sharpton
Finishes
Second to
Dean
By Stacey Gates
Contributing Writer
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Left: Students lined up on the Yard in February 1935 to protest rampant lynchings of young black men. Right: 68 years later, a new generation of Howard
students marched on the Capitol Building to uphold affirmative action last April. Today, many question whether students are becoming complacent.

Students Debate Howard's .Activism Ranking
Political Activism at Howard
Howard has a rich history of political
activism, which goes beyond A-building
takeovers and night marches. Take a look:
February 1935: Ho,v-ard students protest
omission of lynchings at then attorney general Homer Cumming's Clime Conference by
standing on the Yard with nooses arounJ
their necks.
195 3-54 : Thurgood Marshall, future
Supreme Court justice, drafts the case that
ultimately wins Brown v. Board of edut11.tion
at Howard's Founder's library. The landmark case defeated the "separate but equal''
ruling and paved the way for the desegregation of schools throughout the country.

1960: Kwame Ture (then known as Stokely
Carmichael) enrolls at Howard. While at
Howard, he fom1ed the Non-Violent Action
Group (NAG), coined the phrase "Black
Power" and also worked with the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee and the
Black Panthers. He was a dedicated civil
rights activist to the end who always
answered the phone: "ready for the revolution."
196 8: Students takeover the A building.
demanding a Black university president be
appointed, an African American studies
depaitment is fom1ed and courses are devel-

oped that would help them improve the sw·rounding community.
March 1989: April Silver and other students lead takeover or the A-Building to
protest the appointment of then-Republican
National Committee Chairman Lee .\twater to
the Board of Trustees. Atw.1ter \,as accused
of using mcist tactics during George H.\V.
Bush's presidential campaign. ,\twater
stepJX.'CI do\\11 from the position days after
the takeover.

September 1989: About 90 Howard student~ m,lrched with 15,000 other protesters
on the U.S. Supreme Court to highlight rulings that undermined civil rights legisl,1tion,
among them Binningham. Ala. firefighters
who challenr.ed affinnative ,lCtion :md a
Richmond, Va. ruling that made it difficult to
employ minorit} conu-actors. Then-llUSA
president Daniel Goodwin organiZed the
Howard contingent.
2000: After Howard student Prince Jones
was fatally shot by a Plince George's County
police officer in a t-ase of mistaken identity,
200 Howard students took to the streets and
marched on the U.S. Department of Justice to
protest poliCtc bn1tality.

Compiled by Danielle Scruggs
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By Melanie R. Holmes
Hilltop Staff Writer
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Howard University has been known to be a politically
active school for years, so for many students it was no surprise that the University was ranked the fourth most politically active university in the world by Mother Jones magazine in the September/October 2003 edition.
The ranking, influenced by the events of Black Tuesday
last March 31, was welcomed by most Howard students .
However, as the school year continues to progress. some
students question whether the ranking was deserved.
"A lot of us may not be living up to it," said senior Fon ta
Gilliam, a coordinator for the HU chapter of Amnesty
International. "There's no central focus that's motivating
us."
Gilliam, a political science major, believes that extensive knowledge of issues affecting Howard students and the
black community in its entirety would help bridge the gap
between those who show understanding through action and
others who remain stagnant.
"Once knowledge is there, action follows," she said.
"Once people understand what the central focus could be, it
would help a lot.''
Other students, however, claim that the alleged Jack of
knowledge hardly equates to a slump in student activism.
Tyreece Woodly, a sophomore psychology major, feels
that recent efforts towards creating activist activities on or
around campus have been insufficient and suggests that
mor~ publicity should be centered on them.
"I don't know what's been going on as far as Howard's
activism," Woodly said. "It would help if they put up more
flyers where a lot of people would see th e1n and announce
tht'm at basketball games."
Woodly, Howard University students have exhibited

••
••

.
.•
•
•
••
•
•
••
•
•
•
•
•
•
••
••

.
.
.••.
•
••
•
•
•
•
•
••
•
•
•
•••
•
•
•
•

.
.

.
.
.
..
••
•
•
•
••

•

.•
.••

•
••
•
•
•
••
••
••
••
•
•

.
.
.

.•
.••
•
.•••

See ACTIVIST page A4

Deltas Donate to Campus Closet
By Shara D. Taylor
Hilltop Staff Writer

PHOTO BY \11\YA GIi.i.iA\!

Sorors from Deltas For Howard help young women dress
for success by donating clothes to Residence Life's
Campus Closet program.

INSIDE

C.-\;\lPUS

Check out the list of
events for Martin
Luther King Jr.
Day...

A2

As a part of the commemoration of the
founding of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Incorporated, members of Deltas For Howard
met in front of the Blackburn Center on
Tuesday morning to donate clothes to the
Campus Closet.
Campus Closet, which is sponsored by the
Office of Residence Life, provides clothing for
students seeking assistance with their professional wardrobe needs. Deltas For Howard, an
aggregation of faculty, staff, and administrative members of the organization, decided that
giving back the University would be the most
fitting way of remembering their founders.

"As a public service organization, it is only
appropriate to give back, especially on
Founders' Day," sorority member and publications coordinator for the University Lawanza
Spears said . She also believes that the members fully exhibited the public service element
of the organization with Tuesday's donations.
"If there is one thing that Deltas have, it is
clothes," member Barbara Williams said .
"Before, there were only two outfits for
women. Now, there will be [more] clothes for
[the1n). We love to do it and help stock the
closet."
Marlene Mahoney, who worked closely
with Dean of Residence Life Charles Gibb,.s to
ensure the success of the project says that the

Despite being the
only Democratic presidential candidate in
town for DC's primary
elections held Tuesday,
Reverend Al Sharpton
lost to former Vermont
Governor
Howard
Dean.
Dean won 43 percent of the vote while
Sharpton came in second with 34 percent of
the vote. Only two
other candidates out of
the nine candidates,
appeared on the ballot,
Dennis Kucinich and
Carol Moselev-Braun.
l\1 o s e I e y - Br a u n ,
who recently dropped
out of the race and is
endorsing frontrunner
Howard Dean, received
12 percent of the vote,
and Kucinich received
8 percent.
The five candidates
who did no t participate
in the D.C. prinrnry Sen. Joseph Lieberman
(D-Conn.), John Kerry,
Dick Gephardt, John
Edwards and Wesley
Clark - chose n ot to
participate in observance of the traditional
Iowa caucus, Jan. 19,
and
the
New
Ha1npshire pnmary,
Jan. 27 .
In a call for recognition of the thousands
of
disenfranchised
District residents who
do not have voting representation
in
Congress, city officials
moved the regular primary from May to
January. CNN reports
a voter turnout of 12
percent of the estin1atSee PRIMARY page A4

See DELTAS page A l
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Find out more about
the "Players" that
run the University...
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Will you continue
the legacy of MLK
until it becomes a
reality?
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day Events
Educational Center (4600 Livingston Road
SE), at the comer ofSouth Capitol Street and
Llvingston Road SE

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16
7PM VISIONS OF THE FUTURE:
DEFEATING YOUTH VIOLENCE

Do you feel the
United States
govern1ne1it is
still trustwortl1y?

Chris Godfrey
Sophomore
Infl Business/Finance
"The United States is not
trustworthy due to the
fact that they have not yet
found the weapons of
mass destruction, in
which that was the prime
reason to attack Iraq.,.

WHERE: Washington National Cathedral
COST: FREE
CONTACT: Ruby Robertson
PHONE: 202-537-6206
EMAIL: rrobert:son@cathedral.org
WEB: www.nationalcathedral.org
Aprogram to celebrate the life and dre:' rn of

the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
George Starke, former Washington
Redskin and founder of the Excel Institute
will discuss rebuilding thu lives of youth at
risk; a perlormance by the Duke Ellington
School of the Arts Dance Ensemble; and an
original musical perlormance on Dr. King
and nonviolence by the Children's Choir of
the Episcopal Diocese of Washington, directed by Sonya Sutton. Stewrut Burns, former
editor of the Martin Luther King Jr. Papers,
developer of the HBO film Boycott, and
author of the forthcoming book To The
Mountaintop ,,;ill make a special guest
appearance to give reflections on his new
book during his national book tour. For more
information: 202 537-2221
MONDAY, JANUARY 19
7:30 AM THE UNITED
PLANNING ORGANIZATION
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. MEMORIAL BREAKFASf
WHERE: Marriott Wardman Park Hotel
cosr: $30.00

CONTACT': Robert E. Durham
PHONE: 202 238-4600 x 712
EMAIL: rdurham @upo.org
'WEB: ww,v.upo.org
The Breakfust provides an opportunity

Roslyn Johnson
Freshman
Fashio111Vlerchandising
·Yes, I feel that the United
States goven1ment is still
tn1Stworthy. \Nhile there
are many issues that our
nation has dealt with over
recent years, we still remain
strong. I believe that the
gove111ment has done nothing to put 111y livt>lihood at
stake. therefore they can
still l>e tn1ste<l.

for Washingtonians to commemorate the
life and work of Dr. King and reaffirm their
commitment to continue his crusade for
peace and social justice. The MLK Breakfast
is also used as an occasion to honor those
citizens in the Washington community
whose efforts have helped to improve the
quality oflife in the Nation's Capital.
Proceeds from the Breakfast go to sponsor
the Joseph A Beavers Scholarship Program
that awards six to nine $3,000 scholarships
annually to !<,cal students who meet the
poverty guid lin,-s and who, despite social
auversitics, li:l\ t" ' ("t"I.-edoo in graduating
from a D.C. public high uol.

2PM BIRTIIDAYPAR1YTELL-EBRATION FOR DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.
WHERE: The Historical Society and City

Museum
COST: $8.oo
CONTACT: Karen Jennings-Crooms
PHONE: (202) 383-1830
EMAIL: kcroorns@citymuseumdc.org
WEB: www.citymuseumorg

Celebrate the birthday of Dr. King by
sharing a few words about what he meant to
you. How did the March on Washington
affect you? What does Dr. King image mean
to you? How do you think his bhthday should
be celebrated? Audiences of all ages are ·welcome.

"

6PM SECOND ANNUAL LET FREEDOM RING MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR. HOLIDAY CONCERT

WHERE: The John F. Kennedy Center for
the Perlorming Arts
COST: Free
CONTACT: Kristin Ma'lOn
PHONE: 703-875-2277

EMAJL:kristin.mason@mpitolrcsources.rom
Georgetown Uni\·ersity and The John F.
Kennedy Center for the Perlorming Arts celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. with a musical tribute ou Monday,
Jan. 19, 2004 at the Kennedy Center '2-0nc.-ert
Hall. The program sponsored by the Fannie
Mae Foundation features acclaimed artist
Jessye Norman, one of the world's most
respected opera singers, and the Georgetown
University Gospel and Chapel Choirs.
The celebration, part of the Kennedy
Center's Millennium Stage concert series, is
the third event jointly hosted by the Kennedy
Center and Georgetown University as part of
the University's ongoing ..Let Freedom Rh
initiative honoring the legacy of Dr.
Doors will open at 5:30 p.iill.il!llm
is limited.
TUESDAY,
7:ooPMREME

12PM TWENIY-SIX'IH (26TII)
ANNUAL MARTIN LUIHER KING
DAYPARADE
COSf: Free
CONTACT: Renee Lucas-Plummer
PHONE: (202) 724-8045
EMAIL: Rlucas1016@aol.,·um
TI1e26th Annual Martin LutherKingJr.

Day Parade is being hostEd hy \V;ud Eight
Council Member Sandra l'. · Sfind)" Allen
this year. Parade route: St. Elii:abcth Sltc
(Gate 1) 2700 Block of Martin Ltltht•r King Jr.
Avenue S, and will continue up MLK to its
final destination next to PR Harris

A Day in the Life ... Amanda Lewis
T}Ton Gaines
Freshman
Biology
"Although our leadership
can be questionable fron1
time to ti1ne, the governmental s)stc1n as a whole
still h, s its credibility.
However in light of
recent events, one may
not agree."

By Alison Brock
Contributing Writer

In the midst of friends and food, music
blasting and students having a genuinely
good time, an incident took place on the
can1pus of Florida State University that
would transform the life of a Howard
University scholar forever. It was a party
like any other. Hosted at her friend's
house, a group of mutual associates had
convened for a typical night of college merrin1ent. What began as a regular house
party soon became a tragic evening for
Amanda Lewis.

'The graphic details are difficult to discuss," said Lewis, a junior general history
and vocal classical performance double
major. "It's not hard for me to adinit what
happened, but it is difficult for me to
describe it."
A nameless gentleman, who had
expressed a romantic interest in Lewis,
which evolved into little more than a platonic friendship, was hosting a house party
one fall evening to celebrate the birthdays
of two mutual friends. After partying and
consuming alcohol , Lewis found herself
alone with her then friend, and was thereafter sexually assaulted.

By Danielle Scruggs
Campus Editor

Diana Phillinganes
Freshman
Ch<.~mical Engineering
--111e United States govennnent has wvered up
too many S(•rious issues.
They are not uustwo1thy.~

Not Another
Martin Luther
King Column

Since Martin Luther King
Jr. Day is Jan. 19 it must be time
to roll out the requisite quote
from his landmark "I Have A
Dream" speech, praise him for
preaching nonviolence, and troll
on for another 500 words about
how he was a beloved civil rights
icon worthy of the almost godlike status he has been elevated
to currently.
This is not one of those
kinds of columns. To do so
would not only make my readers' eyes glaze over after the first
paragraph, it would also take

After some internal contemplation,
Lewis realized that she had to tell someone
about the incident and be proactive about
handling the situation.
"I had to admit the situation to people.
A friend of mine called the victim's advocate program on campus and after that I
started getting counseling," Lewis said.
A student at Florida State, Lewis
would soon transfer to Howard University
due to tliis situation, coupled with other
difficulties Lewis had encountered with
FSU administration.
"It took a year out of my life, just
rebuilding up to the point where I could go

away from King's radical, complex, and flawed (yes, flawed)
legacy.
King was far more radical
than people would like to give
him credit for. Nonviolent
resistance and civil disobedience
is one of the most radical tl1ings
a person can do. Marching
peacefully or staging sit-ins at
the risk of being hosed down,
bitten by dogs, beaten down by
belligerent police officers,
assaulted by bricks and stones
or thrown in jail takes a certain
amount of bravery and fearlessness that one can only imagine.
Another thing many people
fail to realize is that King did not

to Howard," said Lewis, "which is why I'm
a twenty-two year old junior," she laughed.
After adinitting that an assault had
taken place, attending counseling sessions
and experiencing n1ild anxiety attacks
whenever seeing someone tl1at resembled
her assaulter, Lewis found it imperative to
press charges. This decision, however, created more problems.
"It was hard because we had a lot of
mutual friends, and all of us had been
drinking at the party," Lewis said. "Some
people questioned my motives and the reaSee LEWIS page A4

die in 1963 after he sealed his
now iconic status at the March
on Washington. He changed his
views about race relations, and
realized he had to do inore to
address the racism that was
deeply ingrained in the psyches
of most Americans. He even
admitted he felt most white
Americans were racist to some
extent.
Furthermore, although King
came into the debate late, he
protested the Vietnam War,
finding it morally wrong. He did
this much to the dissatisfaction
of not only government officials
but other leaders of the black
co1nmunity. Other black leaders

felt King went too far and would
cost them the people who were
supporting the Civil Rights
Movement. To paraphrase King,
he felt that to criticize one's government was the most patriotic
thing to do, rather than blindly
following its policies, a belief
that the vast majority of
Americans should take heed to
today.
Despite what most people
would like to think, King was a
man. A great man to be sure,
but a man all the same. He had
his flaws the same as anyone
else. He plagiarized some of tl1e
See MLK page A4
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The 'Iruth on Mai·tin L. King Jr.

HU Students Real Activists

MLK fromA2

"It should be emphasized ent organizations and are tryfor organizations to collabo- ing to do something this
two forms of activism, those rate because a lot of time they semester united," Gilliam
related to campus occur- do the same thing," said sen- said. As of now, Gilliam estirences and those in response ior political science major mates the involvement of
to world issues. But to Xayna Sanders, the president about 30 student leaders.
Woodly, 1nore attention of the HU chapter of the "This hasn't been a dull year
[as far as activist activities)
should be focused on issues NAACP.
Gilliam also encourages because everyone -has been
concerning students' complaints
regarding
the students to work together. doing their own thing," she
"We'd be much more power- said. "It's just not as effective
University.
"If students were more ful if people with a common because everyone is fragactive, we would have more of goal worked together," she menting."
According to Sanders,
a word and eventually be said.
In an effort to fulfill the combined student participamore satisfied with how
goal of a more unified student tion will also encourage
things are going," he said.
Some students feel more body, Amnesty International younger students to get
cooperation among student is currently working towards involved as well.
"We can influence stuleaders and the rest of the starting a Student Leadership
dents by example if we're able
student body is necessary in Coalition.
"We have meetings with to fulfill our potential," she
order to create a strong union
all student leaders of differ- said.
of voices promoting change.
ACTIVIST from A 1

Dean has Lead Over Sharpton
PRIMARY from A 1

ed 350,000 registered District
voters.
Mayor Anthony Williams
told CNN.com he was proud to
see that District residents
ca1ne out to vote, making the
statement that they want voting rights for residents of the
nation's capital to be a priority to the Democratic presidential candidates.
Williams said, "[They)
took time out of their day to
come out and show by their
expression of democracy,
denial of democracy in this
Cl·ty"
•
Congresswoman Eleanor
Holmes Norton, now in her
seventh tenn of service as del-

egate to the United States
Congress for the District feels
the primary being first in the
nation was a statement for the
District and believes that it
was successful in many ways.
"I've gotten to talk to more
people nationally and internationally about voting representation than in any event or
combination
of
events,"
Norton told CBS News.
Norton, like the delegates
from the U.S. territories
Puerto Rico, Guam and the
U.S. Virgin Islands, has a vote
in committees, but does not
have a full House vote.
Although five Democratic
presidential candidates were
not on the ballot for D.C.'s primary, many have pledged to

make D.C. voting rights an
issue during their potential
administration.
As a result of the District's
primary being held first in the
nation, all democratic candidates have issued a position
on D.C. voting rights, for the
first ti1ne ever.
Both Dean and Kucinich
have
promised
to
tell
Congress to end D.C. disenfranchisement in their first
State of the Union address. In
addition, the Democratic
National Committee (DNC)
will host a town hall meeting
on voting rights in D.C. and
will focus on this issue during
the Committee's convention in
Boston this summer.

work he did while he attended
Morehouse College and many of
his speeches were actually
culled from other sermons and
speeches delivered by others.
King was also a womanizer, for
lack of a better word. He indeed
cheated on his wife and FBI
head J. Edgar Hoover used this

fact in an attempt to sabotage
what King and others were trying to accomplish. He smoked,
drank, played pool, used profanity and lived his life like any
other human being. However,
what is important to keep in
mind is that recognizing these
flaws does not take anything
away from King. If anything, it
makes him more accessible to

our generation and shows us
that someone as ordinary and
flawed as King can rise to the
occasion and achieve greatness.
Glossing over his more controversial opinions and his errors
does nothing to serve his memory. Embracing all the facets of
King will help us better understand this man and not continue
to celebrate him in vain.

A Day in the Life of Anlanda Lewis
,,,

LEWIS from A2

sons behind me pressing
charges."
These difficulties did not
deter Lewis. The perpetrator is
currently on probation and is forbidden to leave the state of
Florida. "I want to stay as far
away from him as possible,"
Lewis said.
While some may have preferred to keep the incident under
wraps, Lewis has found strength
in speaking out about the topic
and helping other young women
that are victims of sexual assault.
As Miss College of Arts and
Sciences 2003, Lewis ran and
won on the platform "HUVOV:
Howard University Voice of the
Victim." And though she did not
win the title of "Miss Howard,"
Lewis is sticking with her platform and ensuring the success of
its development.
"Part of my platform was to
have speak-outs and forums, and
that's what I've been doing,"
Lewis said. She has made appearances at HUSA programs on
campus among others. "The
counseling center had been trying
to get a grant from the Women's

Crisis Center, but was turned
down. What I want to do is less
expensive, so I will be able to
receive financial support."
Lewis hopes to create a c8nter on campus specifically for
rape victims and other victims of
sexual assault and harassment.
However, Lewis understands that
rape is a crime that takes place on
all college campuses.
"Women sometimes don't
report rape cases because it's
such a specialized crime and
women sometimes feel at fault,"
claims Lewis. "It has a lot to do
with hearsay and causes victims
to face a lot of personal questions
and feel a sense of self-doubt."
Regardless, Lewis says that there
is absolutely nothing a woman
can ever do that is justified provocation of rape. No matter what a
woman wears, drinks or says,
rape is a crime.
''Talking about my platform,
a.-id just helping other women
had brought me a lot closer to
healing," Lewis said. "I know that
when some people look at me,
they just see me as 'the girl that
got raped', but it forces them to
deal with it and understand that it
is a crime that takes place all

around us," Lewis insisted.
The healing process has been
a chailenging but rewarding
process for Lewis. Some of her
crowning achieve1nents as Miss
Beta Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity Inc, and Miss College
of Arts and Sciences have been
obtained based on platforms of
rape awareness and prevention
among college won1en. As a
member of Ubiquity, NSAA
Dance Ensemble, and a myriad of
other organizations on and off
campus, Lewis has learned to
overcome the obstacles that have
come her way.
Not only is Lewis an activist
in terms of counseling and conferencing with rape victims, but
she is a leader in the realm of rape
prevention, and an example of
gaining new livelihood after a lifealtering experience. Lewis has
not let her experience get the best
of her; instead she has made the
most out of it. She gives this
advice to students through platforms and personal interactions,
"You have setbacks, but you can
still make something of your life."
Lewis is living proof.

ABC'S On How To Get Paid
Tuesday, January 20, 2004
7:30 p.m.
Hilltop Editorial Office
If you,are a staff writer, contributing writer, or any
other employee of The Hilltop that has not been paid,
'

come find out what steps to take to receive pay.
A4
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Analysts question intelligence agency motives for decision
By Naeesa Aziz
Hilltop Staff Writer

The announcement of the Pentagon's
decision last week to consider former Iraqi
president Saddam Hussein a Prisoner of War
caused alarm and speculation among Iraqi
and U.S. officials alike.
Although the U.S. has quelled Iraqi concerns that the new status would make Saddam
exempt from trial, Central Intelligence Agency
officials still must contend with the additional
ca11tion and consideration that Hussein's new
status will require.
While the CIA is confident with the abundance of evidence they possess against
Hussein, there is worry about the potentially
public nature of his trial. Unlike the U.S. prosecution of previous terror-related criminals,
due to his POW status, both Saddam's interrogation and treatment will be available for public and international criticism and scrutiny.
According to the Geneva Convention, a
list created decades ago to serve as the rules of
war, POW status grants Hussein the rights to
freedom from any type of forced interrogation. The agreements also express that the
POW can only be tried for crimes against Among the CIA's worries is that Hussein may
humanity by an international tribunal or the lie about his interrogative conditions or that
country's occupying power, which currently is he may bring up his past amicable relationthe U.S.
ship with the U.S. to his defense or in efforts
"He [Saddam] was an evil man, but he to embarrass the U.S. government.
was the head of state. It can't possibly be in
Although the CIA and other U.S. officials
our long-term interests to be seen acting bru- must cooperate with what the international
tally or indifferently toward his welfare," John community and governing bodies deem
T. Parry, an international law expert at the human treatments, they may often straddle
University of Pittsburgh told the Associated the thin line between what is considered torture and what
isn't.
Held in an
undisclosed area
in Baghdad, those
interrogating him
are able to control
every aspect of

The D.C.
Primary and
Carol MoseleyBraun
By Sean T. Parker
Asst. Nation & World Editor
Until recently, I never really
understood the importance of obtaining statehood for the District of
Columbia. Now that I am registered in
the District, the absence of voting
rights is a direct violation of our constitution.
Candidates have been in Iowa for
months, campaigning for the
Democratic nomination. On January
19, Iowans will cast their votes and the
candidates who fare the best will
obtain crucial delegates for the convention.
D.C., on the other hand, is rather
backwards. Here, the primary which is
proclaimed as the "first in the nation"
truly has no benefit. Delegates from
DC are selected at another meeting in
February and in March. Not only do
we not have state representatives with
the authority to vote, we don't even
have a primary that is participated in
by all of the nominees. Out of the 9
major candidates at the time, only 4
candidates showed up: Sharpton,
Dean, Moseley-Braun and Kucinich. It
is unbelievable to live in a city in 2004
and not share the same rights as those
living in the 50 states.
If there is not full participation
from the candidates, then why would
the residents of the district take it seriously?
Hopefully, lawmakers and city officials strive to make 2008 much more
successful and worthwhile than 2004
was. If nothing new comes about in
2008, I would recommend that we
don't even have a primary in the
District. Money was wasted in this
month's primary and no matter where
it came from, it was a total waste.
Speaking of Carol Moseley-Braun
(one of the four major candidates at
the time to participate in the primary),
she has opted out of the Democratic
race. Those of us who have been
watching the elections closely, knew
that it was only a matter of time.
While I respect Carol Moseley-Braun
for running under the circumstances of
knowing that she was never going to
win, I question her motives and timing
in opting out of the race.
Early on, it was speculated that
Carol Moseley-Braun was asked to
enter the race to equalize the effectiveness of Al Sharpton. She was asked by
an influential, African American
woman in politics. I appreciate
Ambassador Braun for participating in
a club that is usually reserved for
white men and choosing the Mecca,
Howard University as one of the sites
to announce her presidency. I do not
understand why she would opt out
after the primary in which her votes
would have probably gone to Al
Sharpton, ensuring that he would win
the DC Primary.
Ambassador Braun has decided to
give her support to the front-running
Howard Dean and that's her decision.
I just hope that she is able to participate in dictating the direction of
Dean's message and policy towards the
benefit of minorities.
Carol Moseley-Braun is the second
candidate to drop out of the race and it
is only a matter of time before the now
crowded field of eight will be down to
two or three candidates. Then the foot
race begins.
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Press. "Anything we do with
him will almost certainly
become public," Parry said.
"If you were his defense
attorney, you would run to
the press. It will be blaring
on
Al-Jazeera
within
moments."
When taken to trial,
Saddam will be given the
chance to speak freely and
clearly defend himself.

Hussein's environment includ-

ing what he sees,
reads, hears and
even

eats.

Everything carefully controlled in
efforts to get him
talking.
Also because
of the status, the
CIA's time with
Saddam is run-

AIDS, Africa and the African American
I

ust as those of us who return to a Despite the country's relatively low rate
place we haven't seen in quite some - approx. 3.9 percent of the population
time, I imagined Ghana to be just as is infected - posters, billboards and
I left it four years ago.
bumper sticker are daily reminders that
But things have changed. Gone were preventing the spread of HIV will be the
the painted wooden booths that used to best cure.
greet travelers and process them through
Also targeted and plastered with
customs. Once off the plane, I was met reminders are popular youth hangouts
with sleekly designed blue plastic and like the beach, where I was approached
Plexiglas booths. As both the customs by a young man passing out pamphlets
officer and a large flat screen with the about safe sex. In the midst of all these
word DELL on its back stared at me from messages, I couldn't help but to think of
behind the booth, I realized that this trip we Africans in America.
would be different from the othThrough talking to and inter-~
ers. The technological advances
viewing students here at Howard,
were both pleasing and alarmmany of us have chosen to pity
•
1ng.
and distance ourselves from
After spending most of my
the AIDS epidemic in Africa.
childhood summers there, I've
We have the same problem
always held a beautiful and
• . here at home. I once heard a
almost whimsical mental picture
Wi!h ·
~;, young lady refer to Africans as
of the country. But no matter how
'sex-crazed maniacs.'
censored my previous visits had been,
If that's what they are, then what
the change I witnessed, now visiting as should we call ourselves?
an adult, was not simply due to my new
Where we live, we have access to a
view through an older eye.
myriad of testing facilities, health inforThe biggest change I noticed, howev- mation and free condoms. I think we
er, weren't the ATMs or abundance of should first explain our irresponsibility
cell phones, but the obvious impact that before we cast judgment on others who
AIDS has made on the continent. For have larger obstacles.
four years I have read about how AIDS
African Americans make up an overwas spreading and taking hold, but wit- whelming majority of the AIDS cases
nessing its impact gave the numbers here at home so why don't we employ the
greater meaning.
same aggressive campaigning and adverNo, there weren't sick, crippled tisements? Why wait for someone else's
patients by the roadsides, but HIV/ AIDS organization to do it for us?
and awareness about safe sex was.
The change I witnessed in Ghana was
Before, you'd have to visit a drugstore incredible, but the next time I return to
and buy one of the few condoms in stock. America, I hope I see a change in our
Now, the drugstores offer a variety of attitudes about disease and a more dedibrands and condoms have become front- cated resolve to prevent it from spread•
counter items at nearly every gas station. 1ng.
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Former Iraqi president Saddam
Hussein (above) was captured on
December 13, near his home in Tikrit,
Iraq. Yesterday, more than $1 billion
U.S. worth Iraqi dinars (left) with
Hussein's picture were taken out of
circluation.

ning out. Soon he will be given access to a
lawyer and will no longer be held captive and
solely subject to the CIA's interrogators.
Whatever their tactics, they have not
seemed to be effective yet. Hussein has yet to
divulge any information to the interrogators.
With their remaining time holding the ousted
leader, widely varied tactics are being used to
get information out of Hussein, employing
advanced psychological theories to penetrate
his protective persona.
Although many saw the POW status as a
gracious decision on behalf of the U.S., some
suspect foul play.
Ibrahim al-Basri, a physician told the AP
he believed POW status was part of "a bargain
between Saddam and the United States."
"He handed them Iraq," al-Basri said. "If
the Americans wanted to clone an agent to
serve them, they wouldn't find a better one
than Saddam. He brought the Americans to
the Gulf, divided the Arabs, destroyed Iraq
and its weapons, threatened Syria and Iran."
However there is also suspicion that the
U.S. granted Saddam POW status in efforts to
keep the trial out of Iraqi hands.
Although the conditions governing POW
status prohibit Saddam to be tried by Iraqis,
the U.S. has expressed its sentiment for full
Iraqi involvement in the trial.

•
•

every
·esday at
•
p.m. 1n
the West
Towers.
AS
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Health Questions You've Wondered for Years, Finally Answered
By Arica Wade
Contributing Writer

·Horoscope Feature:
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
People born under the sign
of Capricorn are usually determined to reach their goals and
generally hold some sort of
leadership position, whether at
school or work. The sign of
Capricorn is symbolized by a
goat and ruled by the planet
Saturn, associated with hard
work and discipline. Capricorns
are usually calm, polite and
organized. Many people are
drawn to their outgoing personality and good sense of humor.
On the flip side, Capricorns can
be materialistic and egotistical
in their approach to reach the
top of the success ladder.
Famous Capricorns:
Demel Washington (12/28/54)
Mary J. Blige
(1/11/71)
Aaliyah
(1/16/79)
Aquarius (1/20-2/18)
This week will find you
receiving a plethora of good
news whether it's relationships
or work. You will continue your
trend of sleeping late this weekend.
Pisces (2/19-3/20)
A friend whom you haven't
spoken to lately has been on
your mind. Make plans to go
out, even if it's nowhere fancy.
Aries (3/21-4/19)
Problems may arise in the
work place this week due to
responsibilities you procrastinated with. An argument with a
lover or close friend is highly
probable.
Taurus (4/20-5/20)
This week will find you running many errands and taking
care of business and domestic
matters.
Gemini (5/21-6/20)
Finances may be sketchy
this week and relationships will
stabilize. The new moon on the
21st will encourage you to
spend some time to yourself.
Cancer (6/21-7/22)
Symbolized by the crab,
people born under the sign of
Cancer have a hard time letting
things go-including relationships. Don't hold on if you know
things won't work out.
Leo (7/23-8/22)
This week will find you feeling motivated more so than
usual. An outing will be planned
for this weekend-causing you to
remain in good spirits.
Virgo (8/23-9/22)
You will be faced with an
important decision to make this
weekend. Talking to a family
member will help you to feel
better while thinking things
out.
Libra (9/23-10/22)
Someone you have met
recently will have you feeling in
dreamland but don't rush into
anything right now. You'll find
yourself in a situation that will
be hard to get out of.
Scorpio (10/23-11/21)
Getting back into the swing
of things will be more difficult
for you as you are still in holiday mode. This weekend will
find you spending time in the
house.
Sagittarius (11/22-12/21)
Money matters will occupy
your mind and so will a trip that
you wish to go on. Keeping a
better track of finances is a resolution you will try to stick to.

- Compiled by Leesa Davis

many questions that we
have often wondered about, but
never asked. We simply accept
the myth or leave the question
alone. Here are a few answers
to questions we may have asked
for years.
Whathappensifyou
swallow chewing gum?
Does chewing gum really
stay in your system for several
years? Contrary to popular
belief, it is possible to digest
chewing gum. Even so, digested
chewing gum can cause problems within the gastro-intestinal tract. Hexitol, sorbitol, and
mannitol, ingredients found in
sugar-free chewing gum, cannot be absorbed. Therefore,
these ingredients find their way
into the small intestine and
colon, causing diarrhea.
According to Lynette
Mundey, doctor and Associate
Director for Clinical Services at
the Student Health Center at
Howard
University,
the
enzymes used to break down
food are sometimes able to
digest the gum. There is a possibility, however, that it will
pass through unchanged.
Nevertheless, Mundey assures
that chewing gum will not stay
in your system forever: "It fol-

lows the same passage as foods,
and is excreted through the
feces." In other words, it's eventually going to come out.

-
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What does SPF in
sunscreen stand for?
We all see the bottles
whether it's SPF 15 or SPF 30.
But very few of us actually
understand what SPF means.
According to Kenneth Nea],
doctor and Chief Resident of
Dermatology
at
Howard
University Hospital, SPF stands
for Sun Protective Factor. It is
the SPF number that indicates

the product's ability to block
harmful rays from the sun. The
Sun Protective Factor can range
from numbers as low as 2 to as
high as 50. An SPF of 15 would
indicate that you could be in the
sun fifteen times longer than
usual before burning. Due to
the varying amounts of melanin
in each individual, different
levels of SPF would have to be
used. For example, a person
with less melanin (a lighter skin
tone) should use a higher SPF
than those with a larger
amount of melanin (a darker
skin tone).

Anemia, according to the US Center for
Disease Control and Prevention, affects
approximately 3.4 million Americans each
year of all ages and races. Anemia occurs
when the number of red blood cells falls below
normal and the body receives less oxygen,
thus has less energy.
The body is composed of three types of
blood: red blood cells, white blood cells and
platelets. Red blood cells are important
because they contain hemoglobin (Hb), a red,
iron-rich protein that carries oxygen from the
lungs to all of the body's muscles and organs.
Oxygen gives the body energy needed to survive. When the number of red blood cells
decreases, the heart works harder, pumping
more blood to send more oxygen throughout
the body. This can be life threatening because
if the heart works overtime, it can develop a
condition called tachycardia, or rapid heartbeat. It can also develop hypertrophy, an
enlargement of the heart muscle that can lead
to heart failure.
There are several different types of anemia. The most common type is iron deficiency
anemia. It affects 20% of women, 50% of
pregnant women and 3% of men in the United
States. The cause is a shortage of the mineral
iron, which is needed to make hemoglobin.
Blood loss is a common way to lose iron, as is
a diet consisting of low iron foods. Red meats
and dark green vegetables are foods with a
good source of iron. Proper nutrition and
plenty of rest is essential for pregnant women,
because a growing fetus can deplete the store
of iron.
Vitamin deficiency anemia is also com-

What causes hiccups?
Mundey sums up the
answer to this question.

Why is normal vision
referred to as 20/20?
Adam Ahmadi, doctor and
Senior Resident of ophthalmology, helps us to better understand the answer to this question: "If a person has perfect, or
normal, vision, they should see
at 20 feet what we expect them
to see at 20 feet." In other
•
words, a person with normal
vision will not have to make any
adjustments in order to see
clearly.
Therefore, when treating
patients who are considered to
have less than normal vision,
20 feet is the marker for correction. So, what does it mean if a
person's vision is 20/ 40? This
simply means that what a person with normal vision would

"Hiccups are the result of the
irritation of the diaphragm."
The diaphragm is a muscle
located at the bottom of the
chest that aids in the breathing
process. It pulls down when
inhaling, allowing air to be
pulled into the lungs, and pushes up when exhaling, forcing air
out of the lungs. There are
many unknown causes for what
triggers common hiccups,
although nervousness, sudden
laughter, and intense emotions
have been associated with it.

PHOTO BY FONlA G!LUAM

Noctu1·nal 1eeth Grin
Related to·Stress

Anemia: The Blood Disorder
That Affects Millions
By Janeen Straughn
Hilltop Staff Writer

be able to see at 40 feet clearly,
a person with less than normal
vision would have to be at 20
feet in order to see the same
object. A vision of 20/10 indicates that an individual with
normal vision can see at 10 feet
and a person with vision
exceeding what is considered
normal will be able the see the
same object at 20 feet.

mon. Just like the body needs iron, it also
needs vitamin B-12 to produce healthy red
blood cells. A diet lacking in these can cause
decreased red blood cell production. People
who have an intestinal disorder that affects
the absorption of nutrients are extremely
prone to this type of anemia. A healthy diet
and a daily multivitamin dosage can reduce
the chances of developing this anemia.
Aplastic anemia is a life threatening illness caused by a decrease in the bone marrow's ability to produce all three types of
blood cells. It is believed to be an autoimmune
disease, though the factors are still unknown.
Some factors that can be responsible for this
type of anemia ,include chemotherapy, radiation therapy, environmental toxins, pregnancy and lupus.
A serious disease or illness can cause any
and all types of anemia. Genetic or acquired
defects are also causes. Some side effects of
medication can also cause anemia. People
with chronic kidney disease, diabetes, cancer,
heart disease, rheumatoid arthritis and
inflammatory bowel disease are all at high
risk for developing anemia. Those with
HIV/AIDS, adults over 65, and patients
undergoing surgery are also at high risk.
Major symptoms of anemia can include
extreme fatigue, weakness, shortness of
breath, confusion/loss of concentration, dizziness, fainting, pale skin, feeling cold, sadness
or depression. These are common sympton1s
that could be a result of several different diseases, so anemia is often misdiagnosed. It can
easily interfere with daily activities and make
simple tasks difficult. It is important to visit
your doctor for evaluation if you are experi-

•

)
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By Holland Johnson
Contributing Writer

Bruxism, commonly called
teeth grinding, occurs when
the teeth rub together during
sleep.
Oluwole Ajagbe, an assistant professor in the School of
Dentistry's diagnostic services,
says, " It is unknown why people do it, but it is related to
stress and very destructive
especially when one is under
pressure." Some people grind
for a few seconds while others
grind for a few minutes. In
most cases, the grinder is
oblivious to the noise. Because
they awaken only partially during the grinding, many remain
unaware that they are grinding
their
teeth.
The potential damage and
severe pain causes many sufferers to invest in wearing
mouth guards based on boxers'

See ANEMIA page A7

gum shields. Some people can
have hundreds of teeth-grinding episodes during a night.
Teeth grinding is seen in more
than 50% of normal infants at
about the age of 10 months
when they are teething. Teeth
grinding in adults often begins
between 10 - 20 years of age.
Approximately 85-90% of the
general population grinds their
teeth to some degree at some
point in their lifetime. Teeth
grinding is audible in about
20% of cases.
Ajagbe says, "Generally it
is first detected by a dentist
because it causes excessive
wear of the teeth. Often the
front teeth of a grinder begin to
look flat and their enamel
tends to be worn away."
The pressure on the teeth during grinding can be more than
20 times greater than the force
See STRESS page A7

Apple Cake - (Serves 12)
■

Ingredients

rec1
Directions: In large bowl,
combine margarine and
sugar using electric mixer.
Beat in buttermilk.
Add flour, baking soda,

1/2 tsp salt
2 1/2 cups apples, cored and finely
chopped

1/4 cup soft margarine
2/3 cup brown sugar, packed
1 1/2 cups buttermilk
1 cup all-purpose flour
1 cup whole wheat flour
1 tsp baking soda
1 tsp baking powder
1 tbsp cinnamon

baking powder, cinnamon,
salt and apples and mix to
combine.
Spread evenly in lightly
greased, 9-inch square

Topping:
1/4 cup brown sugar, packed
2 tsp cinnamon
2 tbsp chopped nuts

baking pan.
Bake at 350 degrees for 40
to 45 minutes or until
toothpick inserted in center comes out clean.

Health Fact: Apples are an
excellent source of
roughage for the body.

-Compiled by Keila Foster
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Dealing With Anemia
ANEMIA from A6

encing fatigue or any of these
symptoms so that the condition
does not worsen. Doctors can
diagnose it with the help of
medical history, and a physical
exam. They can also give blood
tests-including a complete
blood count to measure levels
of red blood cells and hemoglobin.
Doctors may advise a
change in diet modification to
reduce any more serious health
risks. Nutritional supplements,

such as iron tablets and medication, are also common ways
to treat anemia. Some doctors
prescribe recombinant erthyropoletin, which is a synthetic
form of the natural occurring
hormone that stimulates red
cell production. In some
instances, a bone marrow
transplant may be needed if the
bone marrow is not functioning
properly. No nutritional supplements or medicines should
be taken without the prescription of a doctor. Some supplements, including iron, can ere-

Del

ate unpleasant side effects if
taken in large quantities. So it
is important to address any
health issues or concerns
before beginning any medication.
Though anemia can be a
serious condition if untreated,
any person with this disorder
can easily lead a normal and
healthy life with good nutrition, regular doctor visits and
taking proper care of your
body.

Night Time Tooth Troubles
STRESS from A6

produced in normal chewing
and biting. As a result, the incisor teeth can end up shorter
with sharp edges and tiny chip
marks, and canines can be covered in notches. "The condition
can cause headaches, joint discomfort, and muscle aches,
premature damage and even
loss of teeth, as well as sleep
disruption", said Ajagbe. Teeth
can also work loose and tooth
enamel can be lost.
Some people are lifelong
teeth grinders while others may
only do it during times of
stress. Other causes tend to
stem from the relationship
between the upper and lower
jaw and the way that the two
come together. Certain medications have also been known to

cause
teeth
grinding.
According to the team from the
Mayo Clinic in Minnesota,
some anti-depressants may
cause teeth grinding because
they suppress the activity of the
brain chemical dopamine. One
of this chemical's jobs is to control muscle activity, and
reduced dopamine activity is
thought to be the cause of the
tremor in Parkinson's disease.
A second group of
researchers have found that
some drugs for depression may
trigger teeth grinding. The
Mayo researchers found that ,
when they put a sufferer on
another type of anti-depressant, the patient stopped grinding their teeth.
For people with chronic
teeth grinding, the first step is
to seek help from a dentist.

Giving back to Howard

DELTAS from A 1

effort will offer new opportunities to young students.
"This is a chance to support young women in higher
education. It gives them an
opportunity to be appropriately dressed and ready for the
pursuit of education and professional employment," she
said. "It is another way to support undergraduates and
Residence Life. The idea of
Campus Closet is a wonderful
one. "
Another sorority member,
Aaro Jean Bell Reid, views the
Deltas' public service activities

Ajagbe says," Teeth-grinding
can be treated with a dental
device. This is a customized
plate that is adjusted to your
bite. It must be worn to bed
every night to protect the
teeth."
In some cases the problem
can be solved by grinding down
the top of a protruding tooth,
or by sculpturing the bite so
that the teeth come together in
an even line. If that is not possible, a mouth splint or night
guard may be the answer. Not
only will it protect the teeth, it
may help in the long term to
stop or reduced the grinding.
Another option is to deal with
the source of stress or anxiety
tho.I may be causing the problem.

as a means of continuing the
tradition
of
community
involvement that the founders
began. "This shows the reaching out the Deltas have done
since 1913. This is an activity
that can lift us all up and help
us advance," she said.
Gibbs appreciates the
efforts put forth by Deltas For
Howard.
"This [donation] means so
much. Delta Sigma Theta
answered the call and stepped
up to the plate to assist the
young ladies at Howard," he
said, "Appearance is everything, and we will not be disappointed in the donations given

today. The Deltas make our
young ladies look good for
luncheons, interviews, and
black-tie affairs. We would like
to keep this energy going."
Founded on January 13,
1913 on Howard's campus,
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Incorporated is a public service
organization that continues to
promote community involvement.
It maintains a membership
of over 250,000 college-educated women internationally.
Students may contact the
Office of Residence Life for
more information about the
Campus Closet program.

Ca ing A
Photographers
(with digital cameras)
Come to The Hilltop
Budget Meeting
Tuesdays at 6:00 p . m.
•
in the West Towers
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By Jennifer L. Williams
Llfe & Style Editor

The
Declaration
Wrth eveiy dawning of yet
another New Year comes the
prospect offormulating a resolution. Whether it is the ever-popular declaration to looe weight, or to
stop procrastinating, or to resolve
to peiform better in school/ work/
etc, these promises we make to
ourselves are what we eventually
end up attempting to accomplish.
However, the problem arises
when ½'e don't hold ourselves to
what we resolved to doing. In
short, maybe 2004 is the year to
stop making resolutions, and to
start truly shedding old routines
and instead putting positive
changes into practice.
To be sure, resolutions aren't
impossible to adhere to. Looing
weight is possible, as is becoming
proactive in your studies, and performing better at your subject of
choice. Then again, it becomes fur
too easy to pledge to do something
that can make your life easier and
better, only to full into old habits as
the year goes along. Before long,
your resolution becomes something that can be passed on to the
next year, when you can really be
"serious" about implementing a
change in your life. The is.sue then
is not the resolution, but the
resolve to actually go about making
changes that will benefit you in the
future.
So then, how does one go
about filling the "holes" in their
resolve, so one can truly accomplish what they feel they need to? I
believe that the answer stems in
starting small, and working your
way up. One can't tackle something they find to be problematic
without first formulating a plan of
attack. Break down your ultimate
goal by devising small objectives
that will make it easier to achieve.
As well, in order to get a resolution to motivate you, maybe it
needs to be said that it is key to
make the right resolution. Too
often, people might resolve to
attempt to fix what others
believe might be their problem,
instead of actually thinking
about what they themselves
want to change about the way in
which they live. Moreover, many
tend to over think the resolution
process altogether. Make sure
that you make enjoying your life,
your health, your loved ones, and
ultimately, yourself resolutions
that you never give up on.
Happy New Year, eveiyone.

PHOTO BY MAYA GILLIAM

The Entertainment Power Players make industry dreams a reality for Howard students.
By Maxine Moffett

Contnbuting Writer
Ente1tainment Power Players, otherwise
known as EPP, was founded in March of 2003 at
Howard University. A ~ e d campus organization despite its newness, EPP is spear headed by
several major record label, magazine, and clothing
representatives.
"I remember when EPP was just a few of the
reps getting together and just talking about what
upcoming events they were scheduling," said Rudy
McCmnb, a recent Howard graduate and an
Atlantic Records consultant "EPP is of utmost
importance because it promotes cohesiveness
atnong5t college reps on campus, and it helps them
maximize their productivity."
The representatives ultimately joined forces
for more manpower, as well as to capitalize on the
abundance of entertainment opportunities they
·were offered. All ofthe executive board members of
EPP have obvious connections and tenure in the
entertainment business. These factors make EPP
consistently succes.sful in all of its endeavors. This

orgaoivition is the first of its kind at Howard, and
with its innovative meshing of industry prowess
and unbridled creativity, EPP has definite staying
power.
The executive board of EPP did not stop with
networking amongst themselves, but decided to
reach out to all students at Howard who had an
interest in the entertainment industry. "A major
purpose of EPP is to give students opportunities in
the entertainment business, as well as experience in
nmning events," said Autumn Dennard, a senior
marketing major, as well as the president of EPP.
'The organization is veiy effective mainly because
of its strength in organizing, as well as our manpower." EPP has over 218 members in their general body, which makes no task unmanageable for
the group.
EPP has become renowned in a short atnount
of time for bringing hot entertainment acts to the
Mecca Most recently, EPP was single handedly
responsible for bringing 'The Band" to Blackburn,
hosted a "chicken and root beer" party for Ludaciis
latest CD, "Chicken and Beer" at Mocha Lounge,
conducted a meet and greet with Loon, and have

1hie to Self: Re
JJJIG {O 2G)l: KG
By Maxine Moffett

Contributing Writer
People like to point out their differences from others, mainlyto establish their own identity. In this counb:y, people particularly like to point
out difrerences between white and
black people. Black people at-e poor
and live off of well fair, white people
are 1ich and live off of stocks and
bonds. Black people are "hat-d core"
and white people are soft. Black people live in the rough part of the city
and white people live in the suburbs.
All of these stereotypical differences
are, of course, false. But, people still
continue to su~be and identify
with these so1t ofstereotypical myths.
Evidence of belief in these myths can
even be seen at Howard University

within regular, everyday conversations.
On a daily basis one might be
asked whei-e they are from. Chicago,
Oakland, Houston, New Orleans,
New York, Atlanta and Detroit are
common answers. These are all wonderful cities and many students do
reside in then1, but with over 10,000
undergraduate students, there must
be at least a few students from lesser
known cities and towns. But oddly
enough, thooe students often not only
lie about their origins, but instead will
claim a nearby "recognized" city to
bide their true suburban existence.
" I have heard fro1n one individual that he 'lived' in the third ward
projects, his lights were always getting cut off, he ate sugar sandwiches,
and heated his home by leaving the

hosted various perfonnances highlighting notable
attists. Additionally, n1ost of the celeb1ities seen at
Howard's Yardfest during Ilomecoming, including
Nelly, ~Iurphy Lee, Dwele, Loon, and Drag-On,
were brought by EPP. The organization also consistently give free industty gifts to students, a practice that pleases many Hov.m-d students. "Ilovethe
fact that e\<'lY time I go to an EPP spon.,;ored event,
Ialwaysleavewithagreatassorllnentofstuff,from
signed posters to CD samplers," said Law-en
Anderson, a Freshn1an political science major.
The nrune EPP wac; taken from a book written
by Howard alumni, Dackeyia Q. Simmons entitled
Entertainment Power Players. The book is a
research guide for persons aspiring to break into
the entertainment i.ndustry. Just like the afo1mentioned guide, EPP gives manystudents exposure to
and opportunities in the ente1tainment busine;s.
Recording artist Ke1n Kemister said itbest when he
stated, ·'EPP members ru-e the future leaders of the
ente1tainment busines.s."
Look for the Upco1ning EPP
Week, Beginning on Feb1•uary 22nd
and running through February 28th

•
•

oven door open," said Lawrence
Jenkins, a freshman political science
major. " In actuality, the individual
came from a rather affluent fumily,
and lived over an how· away from
third ward, in a gated suburban community. Somehow, it makes me wonder why so many people have to
dramatize their origins, in order to
feel accepted among their peers."
These types of claims have appai-ently been heard from the mouths of
many students. "I suspect people
clain1 to be from rough neighborhoods because, they think it is cool,
and people respect tho.se that are
from big cities," said Lanora
Williams, a sophomore jownalism
major." I frankly find that absw-d."
A lot of African American youth
seem to subscnbe to the belief that

people from the suburbs can't relate
with what's going on with inner city
youth. Unfortunately, whatmanyfuil
to realize that black life is the same in
any city in the U.S., and we as a people have om· share of stn1ggle.
Perhaps this is why persons who
reside in suburbs claim other "reoognized" cities as their own. They could
be in search of black acceptance.
It would seem that those that
have been blessed enough to not have
been raised in poverty would be
thankful and proud of where they are
from. But instead they are afraid to
circle outside of the lines of what is
stereotypically considered black. Just
because American propaganda
regards the hood life to be the reality of
all black people, doesn't make it t11.1e.
So why don't you rep yow· "real" city!
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NEWYEARNEWYOU: Styles and Trends for 2004
•
o§o l. French Cuff Shirt: As the

o§o 1.

winter carries on, sweaters
become more and more mundane, and while they tend to
go with everything, they usually don't spice up an outfit. A
crisp, tailored, button-down
shirt adds instant class to any
outfit. Wear the shirt by itself,
or under a fitted sweater for a
professional, put-together look.
Where to go: Banana Republic

New Year calls for ladylike,
intricate, and delicate detaiJing
on tops. Vintage inspired
sweaters adorned with beading or buttons are wonderful
ways to add a touch of class to
any skirt or pants. Likewise,
soft pastels (pinks, blues,
lavenders) are also popular for
the year. Where to go: FCUK

Detailed shirts: The

PHOTO COURTESY OF URBANOUTFITTEAS.COM

o§o 2. Jeans: You already own

o§o 2. Tailored Trousers: Every

plenty, so it seems odd that
anything about denim cold be
considered new. However,
pants for the New Year are cut
straighter, with lower waists.
These jeans come in a variety
of colors, although antiqued
indigo hues are gaining in
popularity. Where to go: The
Gap

woman already owns a pair of
black pants, but the newest
shapes for trousers are long,
lean and are cut to fit snugly,
yet comfortably and tastefully.
Pants in fabrics such as wool
blends afld corduroy, in basic
colors (black, winter white, etc)
or unexpected brights (aqua
blue, purple) are popular.
Where to go: Zara

.

PHOTO COURTESY OF URBANOUTFlTTEAS COM
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+ 3.

+ 3. Shoes: Enough with the tennis

Shoes: High-heeled

pumps are still the shoes of
choice for the new year. The
newest heels pay attention to
detail, with extras such as
charms, intricate beading, and
tiny stitching adding character
and flair to your footwear?.
Where to go: Nine West

shoes, already! The New Year calls for
streamlined footwear that can easily
add effortless attitude to anything,
from jeans to slacks. A pair of simple
black leather boots will add wear to
outfits you already own. A streamlined, square-toed shoe can dress up
even the most lackluster outfit. (But of
course, there isn't anything lackluster
in your closet, right?). Where to go:
Kenneth Cole
PHOTO COURTESY OF UABANOUTFITTERS COM

PHOTO COURTESY OF BANANAREPUBLIC.COM

Scents: A New Year should

o§o 4. Scents: A new crop of perfumes

begin with a reevaluation of what
worked for you in 2003 and what
didn't, down to your cologne of
choice. New fragrances are popping
up everywhere, and these light
colognes that incorporate everything
from musk to citrus make them an
essential staple to complement any
man's wardrobe. Where to go:
Macy's Scents to try: D & G
Masculine, Desire by Dunhill

come into existence every season, and
this year is no different. Femininity
seen1s to be a recurring theme amongst
many fragrances in 2004, with perfumes
spiked with infusions of vanilla and jasmine flower. Many of these new scents
also have amazing staying power, assuring that you wiJl smell wonderful-from
1norning to evening. Where to go: Saks
Scents to try: Brit by Burberry, Beyond
Pleasure by Estee Lauder

o§o 4.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PERFUMECOM
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+ 5. Accessory: Take a look at your

o§o 5. Accessory: Purses are
always the finishing touch to
any outfit. The bags for the New
Year come in a variety of sizes,
but the central theme is skin, as
in embossed crocodile or pebbled leather. Choosing a bag in a
color that complements most of
the colors in your wardrobe
guarantees you will get the most
for whatever you choose to
spend. Where to go: Nordstroms

wallet, and take a minute to be honest
with yourself. If you have had the
smne wallet for a while, and it looks
like it's had it, i.t is time for you to
purchase a new one. Wallet shapes are
becoming increasingly streamlined,
actually allowing space for all of the
essential items (countless credit and
business cards, money, etc) without
appearing bulky. Where to go: Urban
Outfitters

By Jennifer L. Williams

PHOTO COURTESY OF URBANOUTFITTERS.COM
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Friday, January 16, 2004
Event: Boys VS Girls Art Show &

Concert
Location: Velvet Lounge @915 U

St, NW (202) 462-3213
Time: 10pm Until
Price: $10 cover
Event: U-topia Art & Eat

Collectors Editon
Location: U-Topia@ 1418 U St,
NW (202) 483-7669
Time: llpm- 2pm
Price: Prices vary, $7 -

QUIRKY WAYS TO SPEND YOUR WEEKEND

Event: Cherry Red Productions

Event: African- American Quilts

Presents: Malcolm (A Play)
Location: Source Theatre@ 1835
14th St, NW (202) 462-1073
Time:11 pm
Price: $15

From the Robert and Helen Cargo
Collection
Location: The Textile Museum @
2320 "S" St, NW (202) 667-0441
Time: l0am- 4pm
Price: Free

Event: David "Fathead" Newman

Quartet (Tenor/ Alto/ Soprano
saxist, and Flutist)
Location: Twins Jazz Cafe@ 1344
USt, NW
Time: 9pm Until
Price: $10-$15

Saturday, January 17, 2004
Event: An Evening of Afro-Cuban

Music @ the Eighteenth St. Lounge
Location: 18th St. Lounge, 1212
18th St, NW
Time: 11 pm Until
Price:$ 5

B2
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Event: A Brush With Historv:
,

Paintings From the National
Portrait Gallery
Location: S. Dillon Ripley Center
@ 1100 Jefferson Dr., SW (202)
357- 2700
Time: 12pm - 4pm
Pr:ce: Free

Event: Cuba Oriente:

Contemporary Paintings From
Eastern Cuba
Location: Meridian International
Center@ 1630 Crescent Pl. NW
Time: 2pm
Price: Free
Event: DJ and Salsa Dancing

Lessons
Location: Latin Jazz Alley @ 1721

Columbia Rd, NW (202) 328 6190
Time: 8pm - 4am
Price: $5 cover

The Hilltop

Event: Open Mind Poetry
Location: Urban Energy @ U ST,
NW
Time: 8pm - Your Mind ls Open
Price:$ 5 cover

Sunday January 1sth, 2004
Event: B.B King "Blues Night"
Concert
Location: DAR Constitution Hall
Time: 7pm
Price: $50.50

Monday January 19th, 2000
Event: EPP and Atlantic Records

Presents: Twista Meet and Greet
Location: TBA
Time: 12p1n - 2pm
Price: Free
Event: Ozio's Presents: Andre Fox
Location: Ozio's Restaurant &

Lounge @ 1813 M St, NW (202)
882 - 6000
Time: 7pm
Price: Free

Event: Alexander Filters Presents:

An Afternoon of Classical Music
Location: The Cafe at The Phillips
Collection @ 1600 21st St, NW
Time: 5pm
Price: Free

By Jennifer L. Williams

January 16, 2004

Sunday, January 1 Bth
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.
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Senior Pastor, Trinity United Church oF Christ, Chicago, Illinois

INill speak at
rarnton
uditoriurn
Howard University,, 2455 Sixth Street NW, Washington DC
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Coming Soon
to Andrew Rankin Memorial Chapel

Janua

25,2004

r1n

--·· r,en

Chapel Choir Rehearsal
Tuesdays @ 7p,11
Andrew Rankin Me,11orial Chapel
Chapel Gospel Choir Rehearsal
Tuesdays @ 6:00µ111
Blackburn Gallery

President and CEO
United Negro College
Fund, Inc. Fairfax. Virginia

Pastor. Bright Hope Baptist _Church
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania

Chapel Assistants Meeting
Fridays @ Sp,n
Andrew Rankin Metnorial Chapel
Dr~ Ber~ a ~d ·i- ~. - . c · £"tr,.,., -- ~
Dean of the Chapel

Programming by tne HU Spiritual
and Ethical Dimensions of Leadership lnitcative
Funding by l ·11y Fno'lowm nt, Inc

1!M>

Call (2.02) 1-l06 728"
for more n c

'

I·IOWAR D

l.TNf '-.li~f~ s ITV

s

A,_

Howard

A •••essage ,ra••• ~he
Universi~y S~uden~ Associa~ion

ATTENTION RECOGNIZED STUDENT
ORGANIZATIONS

APPLICATIONS FOR SPRING ORGANIZATIONAL FUNDING
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE IN THE HUSA OFFICE
ROOM 102 OF BLACKBURN

ARE

-ALSOSETTLEMENT REPORTS AND APPLICATIONS ARE
FRIDAY, JANUARY 1&TH av 5:00 PM

DUE

ON

I f you have questions please contact Nikoa Milton, HUSA Financial
Advisor, at 806-7007 or nikoamiltion@yahoo.com
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Could the Lady Bison Stay Undefeated in the MEAC?
By Bernard Murray

Sports Editor

Coppin continued where they
left off in the first half and the Lady
Eagles took their lead to 17-points
with 12:50 left to play.
Parson's strategy was reafu:ed
as the Lady Bison began chipping
away at the lead two points at a time
mainly because of the performance
of Ruglass who ended with a game
high 24-points and 15 rebounds.
"I saw a level of aggression in
Shauna I haven't seen," said
Parson.
Ruglass surprised herself.
She said that prior to the game
against Coppin State she watch a
tape of her first day of practice as a
freshman. Ruglass confessed that
Parson was still correcting her for
things she did during her rookie

The contribution of freshman
Melloni Benson and Christina Aden
led the Lady Bison to an impressive
win last Saturday over the Bears of
Morgan State. At 2-0 in conference
play, they headed into two MEAC
games in three days earlier this
week.
First to take the court at Burr
Gymnasium were the Lady Eagles
of Coppin State who had a 2-3
MEAC record and recently lost a
close game to Delaware State last
weekend.
Within the first few minutes, it
appeared as though it was going to
be a close game until the final
buzzer. However, at the 13:48 season.
Watching the tape proved to be
mark, the Lady Eagles took a one
point led with a Leise! Harry lay up. beneficial, but Ruglass said modFor the remainer of the half, esty, "I couldn't have done it withthe Lady Bison played catch as the out my team."
The Howard comeback wasn't
Lady Eagles built and maintained a
purely offensive.
13-point lead going into the half.
"I would love to press for 40
Head Coach Cathy Parson's
put it simply, "Comeback two by minutes, but you have to condition
your team," explained Parson. "At
two."
It wasn't Coach Parson, but the no time did they make us say we
iJ:ispiration of injured teanunate have to get out of the press".
The Lady Bison's press defenEssence Coggins who motivated
Shauna Ruglass to what Parson sive forced the Lady Eagl2S to turn
the ball over 34 times, not to mencalled, "the best game of her life."

tionastreakofsevenmissedlayups
that would have sealed the Coppin
State victory.
Disgusted, Head Coach Derek
Brown responded, 'We stuck. We
worked on it in practice, but we
couldn't take care of the pressure."
Monique Lewis expressed
her feelings of discontent and
said, "We were playing not to
lose. We totally played uncharacteristic of ourselves and a lot
of us lost concentration."
Coppin's missed lay ups
late led to quick fouls sending
Daisha Hicks to the line for five
consecutive free throws ultimately gaving the Lady Bison
the lead and the win, 59-57
Both Parson and Ruglass
shared their praise of Hicks
"She's
special,"
said
Parson. "At critical times she
shows her heart."
"Daisha is always a clutch
player. No matter what she
stays positive," said Ruglass.
After a stunning comeback, Parson warned they
couldn't have the same type
of game against Delaware
State.
"DSU beat Coppin. We
can't get behind, we have to
play nip and tuck."

PHOTO BY >CARROLL
SMITH/ALL PAO PHOTOG-
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Shauna
Ruglass (32)
scored a
career-high 24
points and
grabbed 15
rebounds to
help Howard
come from
behind in
Monday's win
over Coppin
State.

By Zachary Kenworthy
Contributing Writer
Just one day removed from the
comeback over Coppin State, the
Lady Bison, undefeated in the
MEAC, looked unstoppable.
Enter the Delaware State
Hornets.
They say that the calm always
comes before the storm. However,
in Wednesday's match-up against
the Hornets of Delaware State,
which was somewhat of a prelude to
the men's nail-biting loss, the
atmosphere was anything but calm.
In what could have been a remarkable comeback by Coach Parson's
young team, the Lady Bison eventually sputtered to a 79-74 loss.
Ultimately, Delaware State's
dynamic duo of guards Mandy
Clark and Terrelle Waller proved
too much for the Lady Bison
defense which struggled severely in
the paint as the game progressed.
Speaking of Clark and Waller,
Coach Parson admitted, 'Those
girls are both very tough. They play
hard and we needed someone to
force them into pressure situations.
Unfortunately we couldn't get that
tonig!It. But with Delaware State
you have to be careful with the type
of pressure you apply."
Clark, who is the obvious
leader of the Lady Hornets, hustled
her way to an impressive 21 points,

B4
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6 assists and 3 steals. Her Allen
Iverson-esque stature, slick ballhandling skills and aggressive game
play proved to be the pivotal factor
in the game.
"I love the pressure late in the
game. That's the beauty of this sport
and that's what I feed on," she
assuredafterthegame, "Iknewthey
were going to pressure me bttt that
makes me tick a little more."
Waller, who added 23 points
herself, was also 11 for 13 from the
line and provided a necessary balance for Clark's flair throughout the
game.
Now 4-0 in the MEAC, both
have their eyes set on a championship as Waller claimed, 'We are
on track and the season has had a
great start. For us the main inspiration is that championship ring."
For the Bison, the ever-present
Daisha Hicks led from the front
with 18 points and 6 assists and was
ably assisted by Christina Aden who
was 3 of 9 from three-point range
on her way to 15 points.
Hicks, whose leadership role
has spurred her on to solid performances all season long was, nonetheless, extremely adamant about her
team's chances.
'We will play well and you can
see that We are coming together
nicely and I understand my role
much more now. Despite the loss
everyone is very positive. It's all

about being positive," she remarked
in the post-game press conference.
However, the Lady Bison
struggled in the paint and failed
to apply the pressure to Clark
after she accumulated 4 personal fouls with over 4 minutes
remaining on the clock.
"We just weren't strong
enough in the paint," assured
Coach Parson. "We played very
gingerly and that cost us
tonight."
The lack of pressure in the
paint resulted in the Lady
Hornets grabbing offensive
rebounds at clutch moments as
their strength inside opened up
numerous lanes.
For Howard, nonetheless,
much can be drawn from the
progress that the team has
made thus far. Freshman
Shannon Carlisle scored 9 off
the bench and continues to be
an inspiration for the entire
side.
Ultimately Coach Parson is
happy with her side's growth
since the beginning of the season: "I am not upset about
tonight's result. I am the coach
and I have to ask the right questions of my players to make sure
things keep improving. Certain
things happened tonight that
won't happen again as we continue to improve as a unit."
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King Leads Coppin State To
Victory Over
en's Team
By Ed Hill, Jr.
Special to the Hilltop
Washington, DC-Coppin State rode the scoring of
Nicholas King's 12 second half points and some tough defense
down the stretch to hold off Howard, 54-49 in a Mid-Eastern
Athletic Conference men's game at Burr Gymnasium.
King connected on 4--of-6 shots in the second half and it
proved to just enough in a game that featured a slow--dovvn,
grind-it-out pace that saw 12 lead changes and four ties as neither team led by more than five the entire game.
After Howard sophomore point guard Louis Ford cut
the deficit to 48-47 with 1:31 remaining, Coppin State (6-10
overall, 4-1in the MEAC) put together a "mini", 4-0 run that all
but put the game away.
King (16 points, 5 rebounds, 3 blocks) canned two free
thro\.vS and after Howard failed to convert at the other end,
Coppin State reserve Kelvin Green (12 points, 5 rebounds)
added two more free throws to build the lead to 52-47 with 16
ticks left on the clock.
Ford (13 points, 4 assists) scored a quick basket to narrow the deficit to 52-49 with 8.3 seconds left on the clock. But
King made good on both his free throw attempts to close out the
scoring.
The Eagles were especially effective on defense as their
combination of man-to-man and 1-3-1 wne defense befuddled
the Bison (3-9 overall, 1-2 in the MEAC) into 35 percent shooting (20 of 57) while also holding a block party, recording a season-high 12 blocked shots.
Jimmy Boykin contributed 12 points to the Eagles cause
and Bilal Russel and Seye Aluko tallied 13 and 11 respectively.
GAME NOTES: Howard has dropped two in a row...the
Bison missed 12 of 16 three-point attempts...freshman guard
Will Gant grabbed a team-high and career-best 10
rebounds...Cc,ppin State plays North Carolina A&T on
Saturday, January 17 at 7=30 p.m. in the Coppin Center while
the Bison will try to end their current two-game slide when they
entertain Delaware State on Wednesday, January 14 at 8 p.m.
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Bethea Named to
the 2003
Sheridan Black
College AllAmerican Team
nation in 1-A.\ in both l1c:L'5 defense and in pas._._ efficiency
defense. allo\\1.ng only s ID pa.~ .. all season.
Bethea also played an , integral ·part in
helping the Bison defense set a ne\\· 1-AA single
season record for fu1nhles returned for TDs ,vith

By Ed Hill Jr.
Special to The 1-Iilltop

.\ntoine Bethea h;L, ht.>en na1ned to the 2003 SitlelXWITT
Bro.'ldcasting ~eh\'ork (SB~') Black College All An=..,,.,,n
te:.un.
A5-10. 175-potu1d ~lpho1noredefensi\'l' back from
Recognized as one of the top tacklers in
;\!r,,-port Ne\\'S. \'A & • h..--.d an otrtstmdlmg seru;;on. college football. Bethea tied for 12th among all
leading the te;un in tackles 74 sok~. 3.5 a..."5isted tackles.. 4 players in the nation in 1-.-\...\ in solos tackles "·ith
tackles fr1r I , .. 5 fon..'li<l h.unhlt>s. inch1ding n,u that ,,sere 6.4s per gan1e and he ranked in the Top 3 an1ong
all defensi,·e backs in thJt catl'gory.
I\:'lunKid tor tnlK'hdo\\11..--. ,u1d :2 !in\:'t.'<.I ftunhles.
Bethea was one of the keys to the Slll'Cl'S.., of the
Bethea "·ill he honored at the SB:-.; .-\\\·ards
llo,,-.uu defensixe Sl"l'Ontkuy. "iuch finished second in tht' Banquet. February 12. 2004 in :-.;e"· York.

(A!,ove) Bison point guard Louis Ford drives past a
de·ender for an easy lay-up. (Left) An off balance lay-up by
F<>-d.

To write for
spons, come to
eur weeklv budget
meetings,
ruesdav's at &:OO
P.m. in The Hilltop
Office
West Towers,
P-level
Ask for Bernard or
Sorava

The Hilltop
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New Policy Offends Nations
--

\

fact that this is not a universal wanting to offend our allies by
The Bush administration has policy that must be required for subjecting them to this process is
recently implemented a policy in all international travelers. a poor excuse that leaves far too
which foreign nationals traveling Instead, it has been unfairly much room for error.
by airplane must be fingerprinted applied t some countries and not
There is no surefire way to
and photographed before enter- others.
know what countries are a threat
ing the United States. The process
Many nations, such as Brazil, and which are not. Terrorist cells
is in English and takes - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - exist throughout the
approximately 15-minworld, not to mention
utes. The travelers'
the fact that possible
information is stored in
enemies could easily

\

the Federal Aviation
Agency's database.
Wbilesomecivillib-

I
Sweat Shops on the Homeland
Toe focus of the current path to obtaining citizenship or business groups have embraced
administration had drastically permanent resident status.
this policy while advocates for
shifted from domestic issues to
So, then what would this pro- immigrants have condemned it
foreign policy concerns since the gram actually achieve?
The end result of this will be
events of September 11, 2001.
Webelievethatthelong-term an even more botched economy
When President Bush first took implications of this program where big businesses are given
office, one of the first items on his would in essence be the resur- the luxury of paying pennies for
agenda was immigrati.\lJODu..-~Ac.ftwea.r~gr,i;ea.in.!.!ce~owf..ilswLll.Clearut..ilslUho!Jj1,25,li2.J.hu.1.utb.liei...lg;i..oodll,,!l,,L__.j.umwrowie,LSgrants to do jobs that should
two years of preoccu•
go to the Americans who
pation with terrorism
need them and are enti-

Bush's new immigration plan
will only exploit Mexican
immigrants for cheap labor.

to the critical issue of
immigration in the
United States.
Bush's new immigration program would make the 8 million
undocumented immigrants in the
U.S. eligible for temporazy legal
status for at least six years, as long
as they are employed.
Among the many problems
with this proposal is the fact that
this program would not automatically put these immigrants on tl1e

old U.S. of A While it might
sound like an exaggeration, the
truth is Mexican workers will run
atthechancetoworkthe low-paying jobs moot Americans would
not settle for, particularly when it
holds the promise of citizenship however flimsy that promise may

be.
We're not surprised that
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that?
Besides its obvious impracticality, the glaring reality of
Bush's proposal is that it was
conveniently proposed these
crucial months prior to the
next presidential election. It is
a political ploy that will cause
more problems than it will
solve.

Money gets things done. being allotted for this purpose?
Toe crux of the issue is the
This is an undeniable fact that This question was recently unfortunate fact that states are
rules the world. In terms of addressed by the Bush adminis- faced with the burden of having
public policy, the programs that tration, which contends that only 27 months to spend the
receive the most funding see the states, including the District of money once it has been
greatest results. Toe "No Child Columbia and eight territories, released, not to mention the
Left Behind" law was enacted
in ---...::<...-.:..::....:...=....
are sitting on $5.75 billion
dol- _myriad
restrictive rules and
- - -_ _ __
_:._
2002. In short, its
regulations attached to
aim is to ensure that
the receipt of federal
every child can read
funding.
and do math at
While we fully supgrade level by 2012.
po1t the goals of the "No
The task of havChild Left Behind" law,
ing all children up to
we have to question
par by 2012 is a
whether it is putting
great
one
that
unrealistic mandates on
requires mass fundstates that cannot be
ing for the resources
achieved because of lack
necessary to achieve - - - - - - - -- -- - - -- - - of funding.
this goal. It has been statistical- lars in unused federal money
It makes us wonder where
. ly proven that children from specified for schools.
our leadership's priorities lie.
poorer schools are literally left
It is important to tmder- How is it that millions of children
behind, so unless the govern- stand that of this $5 billion, all are to depend on bits and pieces
ment would be willing to level of it is not for the purpose of of an already-tight budget to
the educational playing field funding the "No Child Left give them the education they
financially, the program is des- Behind" program. Actually, this need to meet national stantined for doom.
money is also for purposes of dards. This, while 87 billion
So just how much money is adult education.
dollars goes to rebuilding Iraq.

travel from a place not
designated as one in
which travelers must

erties advocates argue
undergo the screening
that this policy is a violaprocedure. We are leavtion of privacy, we
ingourselvesvulnerable
believe that a policy like
to the countries that are
this is necessary in _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ exempt.
today's world. However unfortu- have reacted in anger and impleNot only is it a violation of
nate it may be, the fact is that in a mented
policies
reqmnng civil rights to fingerprint and photime of frequent orange and red Americans entering Brazil to tograph some foreign nationals
alerts, and the rise of intemation- undergo the same process.
and not others, but it is a gross
al terrorism, inconvenience is a
If we are going to fight a war example of bias and subjectivity.
small price to pay for the mainte- on terrorism, we can't pick and This policy should exist across the
nance of national security.
choose where we want our battle board to ensure safety and to be
The flaw that we find is the ground to be. Regardless of us not fair.

Our View:

and weapons of mass
destruction, his focus
has once again turned

Our View:
fi
The new policy requiring oreign nationals to be photographed and fingerprinted
at ai7Jorts should apply to all
international travelers.
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Police Murder Son, Not Just a Suspect
Asha L. French
In Louisville, Ky., on
January 4, a mother's son was
murdered. His name was
Michael. He struggled with a
:[X)lice officer, then he turned
and ran. His back posed no
immediate threat His name
was Michael. The first bullet
tore through the skin of his
back. Then the second. Then
the third. He didn't have a
chance. He closed his eyes. He
did not open them again, not
even when his mother
screamed his name. She
screamed, ''Michael."
The details of the alleged
drug bust did not matter to the
house full of relatives who sent
this name to the heavens, holding and rocking each other.
They did not matter to his
nephew, a toddler who did not
understand why his mother
was begging for her brother.
They certainly did not matter
to his stepfather, who held the
mother who could hardly lift
her head. To the family, death
is as simple as a teenage boy's
emptyroom.
To the media, death is also
simple: "Officer kills suspect in

failed drug bust." h1 this headline, "Officer'' replaces ''homicidal maniac," ''kills" replaces
"murders," and "suspect"
replaces ''Michael Newby, Jr."
The page is turned without
emotion, the accused is the
convicted, and the crime warrants the punishment of early
death. Finally, we rob our
judges, our juries and our Gods
of their responsibilities, and
hand them over to blue-clad
gun wielders.
We must see the world in
these shades of gray; the harsh
realities of injustice would
make sleep impossible. Hence,
we ask God to grant us the stupiditytojustify what we cannot
change, and we close our eyes.
Disillusion is the strongest
sedative.
There is a small-framed,
cinnamon-colored woman
who does not sleep so easily.
She used to watch ~ eve1y
Sunday, from her seat in the
choir stand. She could wink at
him :from this S:[X)t, and his
face, mahogany satin draped
across high cheekbones, would
spread like drapes. He was her
baby boy. This smile was her
sunnse.
His name was

(

$

\

last Thursday, her tears

were a dark and dismal rain.
She moaned the name that the
media was hell-bent on forgetting. Wrth one hand, she wiped
her eyes. Wrth the other, she
pressed her womb, where he
lived for nine months and forever. Like Emmett's mother,
she let us see his :[X)wdered
face. She let us see what they
did to her baby so that we
would never forget She called
his name over and over;
Michael, not "suspect"
The real suspect is Officer
McKenzie
"Mad
Dog"
Mattingly, who may never see
justice on this earth. Mattingly
assassinated a mother's only
son. He stole a sist:er's baby
brother and best friend from
her, robbed a two-year-old boy
of the uncle who used to rock
him to sleep. Mattingly is
responsible for the wailing that
fills the walls of a small house
on Cecil Avenue. Finally,
Mattingly raped a whole community of people, making us
feel unsafe in our own neighborhoods, in our own skin.
We have all been victims of
this violation. Howard is a

l-;: cJ... , ._. ~J.-

""'""' "'
,,.
.. .

l

Michael.

...-

__,,,,,

1

t_;,

{_ c..

community of displaced citizens of cities, small and large,
whose police departments
have declared open season
on young black men. We
all know of at least one
person who has fallen victim to a homicidal maniac
with a badge. You could
have easily bumped into

E-mail us your
perspectives!
We want to hear
from you!
www.hilltoponline.com
Let the Hilltop be
your megaphone!
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the murderer of our own
Prince Jones in Pentagon
City. He, too, is free, while
the families of the
deceased will never be.
On Monday, let us
remember these families
as we celebrate the life of
another mother's son who
was killed in violence.
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Blacks don't own enough busines.5e5. Blacks are the poorest race in
America. Blacks don't spend our
money in our own communities. Black
men and women are scarcely present
in positions of power in the government. Black men overpopulate the
prison system.
If it cuts like a knife to hear these
unoomfortable facts about the social
an<l economic position of our people,
then you're at the right place. A<:.
Howard students, we should aspi.t-e to
not just leave oollege with an education, but with a drive to utilize that in
the uplifting of our communities.
Almo.51: forty years after the Civil Rights
Movement, equality is still a dream.
Th.is dream was conveyed to the
masses decades ago as one of the mo.st
prolific speeches ever delivered. Out of
the mouth ofa humble and willing servant, the dream left the cloudy ron'idors of the human mind to meet the
ears and hearts of a nation that needed
nothing more than to be ¼'Oken up.
On Monday the nation will
engage in its annual oonunemoration
festivities ofa man who lived his life for
others. How many people can we say
have done that? fm sure we've all
heard the stories of Martin Luther King
the \\'Omanizer or the plagiarizer, but
let us by to overlook the negati\'e stigmas that many have tried as a tool to
sabotige our views of this heroic soul.
Despite any shortoorning5 or skeletons, the reality of it is that Dr. King did
what few people have done throughout
history. His life speaks for him i.t1 that
he denied himself in order to help others. The legacy of Dr. King is one that
our people cannot afford to forget.
I am still moved when I read hi~
''Letter from a Bi.tmingham Jail. 'l11i-;
man was tortured by his calling.- I le
was oommis.sioned and appointed by
God to be the voice of a people, and he
suffered because of it. lTitimately, he
died because of it.
The question at hand now is:
Who is willing to trade his own comfort
for the greater good? Who is ottr\'Oice?
Who has taken on the larger-than life
responsibility of oontinuing thi~ legncy?
Instead of pondering this question for hours and trying to decide if its
Jes.5ieJackson or Al Sharpton, it's time
to develop a sense ofself-accountability.
The cbi.lls never cease when I see
that picture of his oolleagues bending
by Dr. King's bullet-riddled body ~11st
moments after hate snatched his pre-cious life. All the fingers in that picture
pointed in the direction from where the
shots were fired.
Funny how we're still pointing
today.
On Monday, let the other four fingers pointing back at you arnwer the
question ''Who are our leadeis?" It is
we who must stand fast in the detennination to strengthen ow· race and
improve our condition. \Ve are ;ill
responsible for each other. True, there
was but one Martin Luther King, but
the qualities of a leader are in each of
us.
Let Monday be a day wha1 we not
only remember Ibis hero, but focus on
\\hat he cn&rlrl fur and how this purpose and others are still yet to be fulfilled. We need to decide if we are
complacent in our position of mediocrity. Ifthe ansv,er is no, then we are
responsible for coming up with ways
to change the existing norms.
He couldn't get there witj1 us,
but in his memory and because we
have no choice, we WILL get the1:e.
The task is ours for the taking.
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All HILLTOPICS
are due, paid in full,
the Tuesday and Friday
before
publication date.
Announcements by
campus organizations
for
meetings, se1uinars or
nonprofit are charged
$5 for the first 20
words and $1 for every
additional 1ve ,, ords.
Individual ad, ertising
for the purpose of
anuounc1ng a service,
buying or elling are
charged as local companies ,,·ith a rate of
$10 for first 20 ,vords
and $2 for every 5
words
thereafter. Personal ads
are $2 for the first 10
,vords and $1 for every
additional 5 words.

I can rend ) our 1nind.
I kno\\ ~ ou ha, e
son1ethinj! to ~av.
,o
•
sa,• it as a matte1 of
fact ,,h, don't. ou jui;t
o ahead and put t in
th lf'llto
go don 1 to tbc bu~tne~s office fill out a
sin1ple Hilltopic for1n
and ten lllC "hats. on
)Our

,

n1ind but l

alread) kno,, n hat
your going to ~a~ so
don't be scnrecl
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Opportunities
Opportunities are all
around you you just
have to open your eyes
to see them, your ears
to hear about them, and
your mouth to ask
about them.

Friday, January 16, 2004
You can:
✓

Career Services can
help you find your
career stop by and say
hello.
Located in the
School of
Communications
Bukiding
on the 1st Floor

lJ11fo1·tt1n ntt•h· ll \J's
ha n d ,ron't ht'. ~oing to
tlu·
Hattlt· of thc-. llnnll~ ...
- -
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Take your senior pictures for the
first time!

✓ Re-take your

' .•. -

✓ Take

Announcements

senior pictures !

more pictures!

Alpha Phi Alpha

~15 .00

Cost:

Beta Chapter
Presents...

Miss Black and Gold
2004

Remember, today is. the very last chance you will have
to take your pictures before graduation.
You don' t want to be left out of this year's history
of Howard University.

Interested'???
Meeting Tuesda)'
January 20, 2004
7:06pm
Locke Auditorium

Bv~B
Bourgie or not
Bourgie'!
Want to combat
Racism, Sexism, and
U.S. Capitalis1n'!

The Sophis!i~~ted '. Ladies
of Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority,· inc.' Alpha Phi
Chapter Presents:
"Getting to Kn~w Sigma
Gamma· Rho"

Submit proposals for
Fall Conferenee to Ht;
Philosophy Dept.
Rm B-l0A
By January 31, 2004
ww,v.radicalJ>hdosophy.org

The Blackburn Center
(Basement Level)

Time:

12pm-6pmONLY

January 22 @.,7:22 pm
Blackburn
'

*Wear Business Attire*

Right the \Vorld , ith
Radical Philo. ophy
Association?

Where:

Skylar T.D. Ta)' lor
For \\'inning the gu1n
chewing contest on
luesda).

Do not wait untilthe last 1ninute...you Jvill beturned away!
(202)806-7870

\Vork that ja, hone
l\101 e to come in the
future
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